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Newsletter - Jan & Feb 2011 

Winners  

Compass  

Awards Night and 

Market Day raffle: 

1st Prize: Joy & Kobie Clarke 

2nd Prize: John & Janelle Birse 

3rd Prize: John & Janelle Birse 

Date Claimers  

 

Thursday 14 April 2011  
Break Up Day for 1st Quarter 
Friday 15 April for 2day programme 
 

Friday 22 April ðTuesday 26 April  
Easter Public Holidays 
Monday 2 May 2011  
Labour Day Holiday 
 

Wednesday 4 May 2011  
Tuesday for Farm & 2day programs  
Compass recommences 
 
Thursday 5 May 2011  
Mothers Day Market 

In This Edition  
 

¶ From the Service Manager, Jan  

¶ News of the Farm  

¶ Staff Update  

¶ Call for volunteers  

¶ From Davidôs Desk 

Greetings Families and Friends of Compass, 

Welcome to our first newsletter of the year. As always there has been 

plenty going onðand not just extreme weather events...  

1st February brings exciting changes each year as we commence the Disability       

Services official ónew yearô. Young men and women fresh from high school, join their 

new colleagues in the next stage of their life and learning. You can read a little more 

about it in the ñRecent Newsò section of our web site. From time to time we welcome 

newcomers who have come from other areas, or have been doing other things since 

high school who have also recently made their way to Compass. We are really pleased 

to have so many new faces and look forward to the new year together. In addition to 

new Trainees, we also have some changes with the staffðsome new roles and a few 

new facesðand even a good bye. See Page 4 for a staff update. 

Have you had a chance to explore our completely fresh new web-site yet? News is 

added regularlyðand there are many great new features also being added daily. 

Check it out today at www.compassinc.org.au                Til next time, Jan 

COMPASS FARM TEAM  

ALREADY GROWING... 
 

Firstly as planned, we have expanded the 

Farm team to include six young men and 

women previously from the Palmwoods cen-

tre ï which brings us to a total of 17 Train-

ees now in the Farm team. This is a new and exciting experience for our new 

recruits and something they have been working towards for quite some time. 

There are new skills to learn and greater responsibility of course, but new 

workmates (some old friends) and a fantastic workplace to enjoy. Already one 

of the daily activities is harvesting some of the healthy organic vegies that the 

team managed to put in the ground last year. See Davidôs page for more on 

that... Another daily task is digging and preparing more garden beds ready to 

increase production. Trainees are eagerly awaiting the next stage ï the arrival 

of some chickens to fill our chicken coop (due any day) ...and maybe some 

poddies or piglets down the track. Weôll keep you posted! Do YOU love work-

ing with the earth and growing things? See page 3 for how you can help... 

http://www.compassinc.org.au
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Advocacy  

Remember that you are able to bring along 

an advocate or support person to any    

meeting that you have with Compass. 

An advocate is someone who is there to  

support you or represent you and your      

interests in circumstances where you feel 

that this additional support is required. 

Please ask us if you need more information 

or assistance with organising for an          

advocate. 

Continuous Improvement Plan  

We at Compass are committed to    

ongoing service improvement.  

If you have a suggestion about how 

we can improve our  service, please 

write your suggestion on one of our  

Service Improvement Suggestion 

Forms  which are available from the 

office, any of our centres or on our 

website: www.compassinc.org.au and 

we will  carefully consider every idea. MAROOCHYDORE 

 

COMPASS CALENDAR 
Need to check dates for the holidays 

or a special event?  
Our Annual Planner Calendar  

is available 24/7 at 
 www.compassinc.org.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
          

Trainees and staff enjoyed a great 
Compass Break Up Day at the end of 
last year.  
 

On 9 December, Trainees and Staff 
from all centres met at Caloundra for 
a fun-filled day of activity and    
friendship. The day included a mini 
athletics carnival in the morning and 
swimming in the afternoon. Due to itôs 
popularity, we once again hired the 
water feature from the Caloundra 

http://www.compassinc.org.au
http://www.compassinc.org.au
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VOLUNTEERS 

WANTED:  
Is one of your greatest satisfactions in life 

assisting someone to do something for 

themselves?  

An organisation like   

Compass has a wide range 

of Volunteer opportunities 

and there a number of   

people already quietly of-

fering their expertise on a 

voluntary basis: our Board 

members; tradespeople & 

other labourers; staff train-

ing professionals; and donôt forget our won-

derful musicians and Magicians... 
 

Despite this, there remains a growing need 

for volunteers in our various programs.  

Special expertise is not always whatôs 

needed however... patience and    

commitment and a willingness to 

get in and get your hands dirty is 

always a great asset.  

If you think you (or someone you 

know) just may have some time 

and energy to commit whether 

short or long-term, simply contact the main 

office (now based at the Farm) on 5445 

9116, tell them you would like to become a 

volunteer and you will be guided through 

the simple application process. 

The Compass Instituteôs Education and Training services were  
recently nominated in the Sunshine Coast Regional Councilôs  

Australia Day Awards under the Community section.  
Chairman Ian Newton and his wife Sue attended the celebrations & award       

ceremony held at óThe Jô Noosa Junction on Tuesday 25th January. Although not 
taking out the main award Compassôs efforts were acknowledged and Mayor Bob 

Abbott presented this lovely framed certificate to Ian. 
 
Well done team ï what we do out there does 

get noticed and you never know by whom 

Community nomination for Australia Day Award! 

Chairman Ian Newton with   

Sunshine Coast Regional Councils  

Community Australia Day Award  

Swadeshi:  

localized economics  
Gandhi spoke at length on his principles of 

Swadeshi. "My definition of Swadeshi is well 

known. I must not serve my distant neighbour at 

the expense of the nearest...Swadeshi is that spirit 

in us which restricts us to the use and service of our  

immediate surroundings to the exclusion of the 

more remote - I should use only things that are pro-

duced by my immediate neighbours and serve those 

industries by making them efficient and complete 

where they might be 

found wanting...  
 

To read more  go to  

http://www.workingvillages.org/1c.html 

Cooling Neck Bands 
Weôve come across some 

great little additions to our 

safety workwear in this hot 

weatherðfor less than $5 

each! If youôd like to invest 

in one yourselfðvisit  
http://

www.esidirect.com.au/

sqwincher-neck-ties-p/

necktieparent.htm 

Compass Website 
Come and look around! 

We are constantly updating  

http://www.compassinc.org.au/ 

Mothers Day  

Market  

 book the date to buy 
your gift 

5th May 2011 

SUNSHINE TROUPE IS BACK!!! 

Workshops begin  

Saturday 19th February  

@ 10.30 am.   

Contact Sally Overs on 

0404062554 for details. 
*Please note: 

participants need to be 13yrs and over 

Unfortunately our current venue is not   wheel-

chair accessible 

We ask that participants with high support needs 

are accompanied  by a carer 

Needed 
The farm is wanting your  
¶ Egg cartonsð to plant 

seedlings and collect 
eggs 

¶ Foam or plastic meat 
trayõsñto prevent 
Pumpkin rot.  

http://www.workingvillages.org/1c.html
http://www.esidirect.com.au/sqwincher-neck-ties-p/necktieparent.htm
http://www.esidirect.com.au/sqwincher-neck-ties-p/necktieparent.htm
http://www.esidirect.com.au/sqwincher-neck-ties-p/necktieparent.htm
http://www.esidirect.com.au/sqwincher-neck-ties-p/necktieparent.htm
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Occupational      

Therapy Students 

from 

Sunshine Coast Uni 

Students Claud and Cleo, are 

taking a hands on approach to 

their final year of University OT Studies by 

joining the Compass team in a professional 

placement for the next 3 months.  

Under the guidance of professional OTôs and 

Compass staff they are undertaking a range of 

projects from fine-tuning procedures through 

to designing the fit out of  new facilities 

planned for the Farmðand plenty more... 

There also will be opportunity for them to 

meet Trainees and staff and offer their        

specialised support and expertise 

Claud and Cleo are very excited about being a 

part of the Compass family and look forward 

to meeting everyone in the weeks to come.  

Moving Forward  

One of our longest serving 

staff members ï Martin 

Nagle ï is taking steps to 

move into his area of     

specialisation in the thera-

peutic field of Education 

Kinesiology ï also known 

as Brain Gym. It is an    

expanding field and some-

thing Martin has been   

continuing to up skill him-

self in over recent years. 

Consequently, Martin finished his permanent 

employment with Compass Education and 

Training at the end of January, but continues to 

work with us to ensure a smooth handover.  

Martin has had a long association with the   

original Aikido Institute, and became a          

permanent member of staff at Compass        

Education and Training (or Aiki Abilities as it 

was known then) in Feb 2007.  We wish Martin 

all the best with his new direction. 

Martin Nagleôs other role as 

Aikido ñSenseiò for the  

Palmwoods centre will be 

ably filled by long-term staff 

member Amy Suttor, who  

disguises significant expertise 

as practitioner and teacher of 

Martial Arts behind her sweet 

smile and helpful phone   

manner. Amy is well-known 

to the Trainees both on and 

off ñthe matò and we look  

forward to her expanding role. 

".:z4 $)"/(*/( 30-& 

 

Palmwoods staff team  

welcomes Robyn Moule  

Joining the permanent staff team 

at Palmwoods centre this year is 

Robyn Moule. Robyn may al-

ready be familiar to some, as she 

undertook her Tafe Cert IV 

placement here last year then 

joined us as a casual staff mem-

ber while she completed her stud-

ies. Robyn is therefore well-known to the Trainees 

and staff and has some familiarity with óour waysô 

which is a big head start Robyn who impressed us 

from the start with her passion and commitment. 

We are confident she will continue to make a posi-

tive difference to our team. Please introduce your-

selves and help us make her welcome. 

Ross is back...  

Well known Compass Trainer Ross Tzvetkov has joined the Palmwoods team once more, and will 

bring his special brand of outdoor and handy-man work training skills to the team during the regular 

3-day program.  

In addition, he is part of a small team working with the new 2day program on Tuesdays and  

Fridays at the Palmwoods Centre. Ross joins Emma Wittholz in the growing team.  

While a wrench to leave the Farm at this exciting timeðPalmwoods centre is a home away from 

home for Ross, as he can continue to lovingly care for the facilities with his new crew. 


